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EXPERIMENTAL   SCIENCE.
Clean pieces of coke should be selected for this purpose, and such as contain no volatile matters are preferred. The coke is pulverized and passed through a fine sieve. It is then thoroughly mixed with from                 FlG>
one-sixth to one-eighth its bulk of wheat flour, both being in a dry state. The mixture is moistened with water (or water with a small percentage of molasses added) sufficiently to render it thoroughly damp throughout, but not wet. It should now be allowed to stand for two or three hours in a closed vessel to prevent the evaporation of the water. At the end of this time the mixture may be pressed into moulds of any desired form, then removed from the moulds and dried, slowly at first, afterward rapidly, in an ordinary oven at a high temperature. When the plates or rods thus formed are thoroughly dried, they are packed in an iron box, or, if they are small, in a crucible, and completely surrounded by coke dust to exclude air and to prevent the combustion of
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the plates or rods during the carbonizing process. The box or crucible must be closed by a non-combustible cover and placed in a furnace or range fire in such a way as to cause it. to be heated gradually to a red heat. After the box be- si tnt!
